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[00:10-4:22] 
 
So what made you decide to go to college?  
So during like obviously like my childhood, like being Hispanic, like daughter of like two 
immigrants, they always, always like, you know, they they always emphasized 
education as one of the biggest key to success.  
 
[00:00:30] And so that for me, was one of the biggest things like for like like being able 
to make a name for myself and being able to decide, like what I do, like where I can go. 
Like being like low income, like a low socioeconomic status. Like I have like the ability 
like to choose where I like would be, because you can't choose where you start from, 
but you can choose where you go from there. And so for me, it was just being able to do 
whatever I want without having to like depend on anybody else and just kind of like 
making my own, like, journey and just doing whatever I feel like it's best for me.  
 
[00:01:08] So what was the application process like?  
 
[00:01:12] So the application process was a little bit scary because it's just kind of like 
the first time that I had to, like, put myself forward and just kind of like write about 
myself, first of all.  
 
[00:01:25] And I don't really like talking about myself. And the thing is, like doing those 
applications, you don't really have help from like your parents or like you can't really ask 
an older siblings because first gen like you're like the first person to go to college. And 
it's just like that process by yourself is just kind of like a little bit like overwhelming along 
with like FAFSA and things like that. Like it's just kind of like, what am I even doing? I 
know for like even like FAFSA is just like my committing fraud. But like, basically the 
application process was like a lot of things that I had to learn along the way and just 
kind of make sure that like I am doing the best that I can without having like like 
knowledge like from other people. And so for me, it's just like writing those essays and 
things like that. It's just kind of like, oh, gosh. I just hope I get in. Like, let's hope I do 
something right there.  
 



[00:02:23] So you said that there wasn't a lot of help available. Was there any help that 
you did receive?  
 
[00:02:29] Yeah. So one of the biggest like things that actually helped me like, one of 
the biggest resources was my mentor in high school. He started like a nonprofit, like 
kind of like a resource for high school juniors and seniors or people who, like along the 
valley. And I think he actually extended it to like people outside of the valley like that can 
now like use that as a resource to help them with, like writing like college essays, like 
applications, like he went to like Princeton and he saw that like we lacked a lot of those 
resources. So he decided to come back and help like the community, like in terms of 
like applications and things like that, because I know in the valley we tend to just kind of 
like be in this little bubble because we're predominantly Hispanic. And so we don't really 
like have diversity there. It's just like. We're so close to the border that we're all pretty 
much the same and we don't we can always like push ourselves to like all life beyond 
our horizons. And just for that. Like, he helped me, like have the confidence to like apply 
to a lot of the scholarships that I didn't think I would receive. And like, he also pushed us 
to like believe in ourselves to just apply anyways, because like having this mentality 
where you're like, okay, like, I'm not I want to apply because I feel like I won't get in kind 
of like that. It's like he made like he helped me change, like my mindset to like even if I 
don't get in, it's OK. And we just keep going. So he was one of the biggest things that 
helped me just, you know, editing my essays, things like that. I know that he was such a 
big like element to like helping me apply to those colleges.  
 
 


