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[00:11-05:22] 
 
[00:00:11] So what made you decide to go to college?  
I mean, it was really my parents. I think from a young age, I I really, I mean, I watched a 
lot of college basketball and college sports.  
 
[00:00:25] That was like the first time I really learned about college. And so I would tell 
my parents, like, about which school I'm rooting for or whatever. And they would always 
tell me, like, only you should go to one of these schools. And I was like pretty early on. I 
was like fourth grade. So, I mean, that I think just at that point, you know, you see it on 
my TV and stuff like that. So my parents, I always push that. Like, you know, I could do 
that, too. And, you know, I'm thankful to them for that. But I mean, yeah, it was that was 
really it.  
 
[00:01:00] I mean, I just saw it on on TV.  
 
[00:01:02] And I just grew to believe that I could do it and I could go.  
What made you decide to come to A&M?  
Well, I mean, there's there's a few different factors into that, like the major that I chose 
and also just like, I guess making the decision to to live. I don't want to say on my own, 
but I'll move out of my parents house. It really came down to a decision between UT 
Arlington for engineering and Texas A&M for political science. And just with the I mean, 
my first year was in 2017. That's when I came in. So I mean, just with the way that the 
political climate was back then, you know, political science sounded like really 
appealing. And then I got pretty much full funding from Texas A&M, which made it a lot 
easier to make the decision to leave. And I mean, I mean. Yeah, I mean, just it's a it's a 
bigger school, has higher rankings and a lot of things. So, I mean, there wasn't really 
any decision.  
 
[00:02:11] I mean, any point, reason like why I shouldn't attend Texas A&M 
So what was your application process like?  
 



[00:02:20] The application process was pretty stressful. I only applied to a few schools, 
but I knew I would get in because I was in the top 10 percent. But I mean, it was pretty 
scary because it was I believe it was the first one I turned in and I turned it in like right 
before the deadline. But I mean, I was an AVID in high school, so my teacher helped 
me and my friends helped me feel like we all filled out the applications together. That's 
like what we have to do in AVID class. So, I mean, it was it was a learning process 
because I mean, obviously, I'd never done it before. But I mean, it was fun because I 
got to do it with my friends.  
 
[00:02:59] And we, like all, applied to kind of the same schools. Yeah.  
Can you tell me more about the AVID program? 
 
[00:03:06] Yeah. So the avid program, it's essentially like a college readiness program. 
And it focuses on, you know, putting people, putting students on a path towards higher 
education. So, I mean, I'm pretty sure it's a national national thing. And fortunately, I had 
itat my school. So there we focused a lot on, you know, critical thinking, like having 
in-class discussions about real issues. Real things happening around the world.  
 
[00:03:37] And I mean, it was it was really just a learning experience because it was like 
one of the only classes where we talked about modern like current events and stuff like 
that. So I think it really, you know, developed my mind, especially because I was in it for 
four years. But I mean, it was the biggest the biggest thing was it pushed me.  
 
[00:04:03] Forward with the idea that people from my community could attend college, 
and I know a lot of people in my classes benefited from AVID too. 
 
[00:04:14] So what kind of help did you get apart from AVID?  
 
[00:04:18] I mean, like I said, just my friends, because we were all doing the same thing. 
I didn't really get much help from my guidance counselors. I hear about her parents no. 
It was just my friends.  
 
[00:04:33] You created like a support system with them?  
Yeah, for sure.  
 
[00:04:39] I mean, because it was all pretty it was pretty scary and exciting because, 
you know, you kind of face the reality that people are going to like me and people are 
going to split up. But I mean, the I mean, the amount of people who are applying for 
colleges and my school was pretty small. So, you know, there was a small group kind of 
that new kind of like where your head was at and what kind of path you wanted to be 
on. So we all kind of like related to what about with that? And like we'll talk about it. 
Seek advice, seek incite, seek help. And yeah, it was definitely a support group.  
 
 
 


