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[00:03:02-00:05:16] 
 
[00:03:02] What was the application process like? So I'm very grateful that I went to an early college 
high school. They gave us a ton of resources like some, like some of them, just to list field we had 
FAFSA advisors. So we had advice from Blinn come into our school and like they would, they came in 
like, I want to say every two weeks during the first semester of my senior year and they came to 
school to fill out our FAFSA and things like that. But we couldn't go. I had to stay home. Help my mom 
taker care of stuff at home, with my brother, things like that. So it was rough, specifically like the 
financial aid stuff. There was a lot of words on there that I didn't know and telling my mom about them 
in Spanish. It was even harder and we had a lot of fights about it. And it was like I finished filling out 
my FAFSA like thankfully by the end of October. So I was fine, but it was very much like, what's that? 
Like, where are you doing this? Like, why do they want this information? She's like, I need to put my 
social on there and para qué quieren eso [why do they want that]? She was very spectacle. She didn't 
want to put any of our stuff on there. And I was also applying to a private university at the time. 
Baylor, and Baylor's financial aid application was even harder than FAFSA.  
 
[00:04:22] They were asking for assets and like just like a bunch of questions like more specific than 
FAFSA. So that was rough. That was one of the things that I think the school failed me at. They didn't 
give much support to like, our bilingual,no not bilingual, our hispan- our Spanish speaking parents. It 
was it was hard. But I mean, we finished it.  
 
[00:04:46] It took us a month, but we finished it. Yeah. As for colleges, my mom had no idea what I 
was applying to or what I was applying under. I tried to talk to her about it, but there was a huge 
language barrier because there were a bunch of different words that she didn't know about and I 
didn't know how to say them in Spanish. And then, of course, I would go to Google translate and I 
would try to look up the word, but like it didn't make sense in Spanish. And she'd be like, oh, well, as 
long as you get into one, like you like, let's do that.  
 
[00:09:25-00:11:32] 
 
[00:09:25] So how was your first day here at Texas A&M? It wasn't it wasn't what I expected. I don't 
know what I was expecting, but it wasn't what I thought was going be. It was a very I don't know, 
because I'm taking. Right now I'm taking upper level classes, solike the professor is like, welcome 
back students blah blah blah. And but it wasn't bad.  
 
[00:09:50] My only thing was like having to use Google Maps to get around campus and things like 
that. I had- I had an 8:00 a.m. that day, so I was rough, but I was very excited to start school again. 
And you see new faces because, I mean, it's a campus with over 60,000 students. I mean, it was 



really exciting for me, especially coming into coming to A&M, the A&M. I was very excited and it went 
better a lot better than I expected it. It wasn’t bad. What kind of expectations did you have? I was 
expecting like umm, so right now, the culture, the tensions in the cultures here at A&M are very tense. 
I was expecting like dirty looks from certain people. I won't name them out of respect, but like 
expercting like, oh, like-. Like just discrimination in general? Yeah. Which like that was one of the 
things that I talked to my mom about when I was telling her why I didn't want to come A&M. Of 
course. I told her, Ma, yo ya he visto lo que ponen ahí los estudiantes en Facebook, en Twitter. Mira 
te voy a enseñar este video. Mira como tratan a los estudiantes y que no sé que.  [Look I’m going to 
show you this video. Look how they treat these students and etc]. Mija [daugter] it doesn’t matter. 
Like. You're going there for the education. You’er not going there to mingle and I was like, college is a 
lot like school work and also building your networks and cliques. Of course. I can't get around people 
here. I mean, there’s people everywhere. But yeah, that was, that was a thing that I thought that’s 
how it was gonna go, at least, the first week. But it wasn't. It was, um, it was very welcoming, I’m 
going to say, everybody was very nice. That's great. Yeah. That’s good to hear.  
 
 


