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[00:11:50] And for the saddest moment. Like as an Aggie?. Toughest. Toughest? Well the toughest 
moment for me was in studio. OK. So it wasn't really cause I didn’t like the atmosphere or anything. It 
was just like me realizing that the work I was putting out was trash. It was me 2:00 in the morning in 
studio and I wasn't satisfied with what I was doing.  
 
[00:12:32] I had a just a discussion with my friend earlier how architects like especially people who 
graduate with architecture major aren’t making that much money, especially compared to like 
engineers or construction science majors, architects aren't making anything but. 
 
[00:12:53] And that really hit me. I was seconds about dropping architecture.  And I was like, if I, I 
could move to construction science. But part of me was I like might as well just drop out.  
 
[00:13:10] You know, I can go work with my dad. I can do other stuff. I can start my own business and 
doing something. I’m pretty sure I can do it. I can do it. But part of me was really disappointed 
because I'd be letting down everyone, my little brothers, my little brother, my sister, they all look up to 
me. So I just didn't. Like all this pressure.  
 
[00:13:35] Especially cause I’m like first generation. You feel like everything is in your shoulders. And 
I didn't want to disappoint me, and that hit me really hard that night. And I was struggling. It was my 
first time I had a mental breakdown. So it was a night and I hate feeling weak because during whole 
high school, I was always top of my class turning in things, not even trying. But now it was like I was 
struggling. I was shaking. I couldn't do anything. And now I'm not like a person to show weakness. 
Because I don’t know. Well one being Hispanic and like, oh, you have to be el hombre de la casa [the 
man of the house]. And I always like being like being strong, like not showing weakness.  
 
[00:14:24] I don’t know. It just made me. I wasn't really, like, mad that nothing was working.  I was 
really mad at myself because I wasn't able to deal with it. Yeah. But later on, I called my mom. She 
told me it's fine. Do whatever you want. If you want to drop, go ahead. We'll support you.  
 
[00:14:47] But that as like after like talking to her, it made me realize that I can do it. So why not? It's 
just one little project. And then after that started, I changed my mentality and just went with it. If 
something happens, it happens for a reason. And then after being like, I started going to St. Mary's 
and I join like I went one day to Mass. And then one of my friends told me, hey, we have this retreat. I 
want you to go serve, cause I already had been a part of that retreat the year before. And I was like, 
uh, sure, why not? I’ll serve.  
 
[00:15:29] But able being able to serve and meeting all those people that I met that, um, and during 
that retiro [retreat] really helped me want to stay. And like keep on moving forward, cause it showed 



me that I'm not alone. And some people have it way worse than me. And I could. I should just keep 
on going. And I'm still here.  
 
 
 


