
Keyword: Coming to Texas A&M 
 
Interviewee information: 

● Name/nickname: Sthefany  
● School year: 2021 
● Major: International Studies 
● Hometown: Houston, TX 
● Family’s country of origin:El Salvador 

 
Transcript (copy segment transcript here): 
 
[01:16-08:25]  
 
[00:01:16] So what made you decide to come here to A&M?  
 
[00:01:19] I got a full ride to A&M. And I think that was sort of the biggest push.  
 
[00:01:24] And I think getting a full ride was the only way I could make sure that the 
financial burden wasn't like on me or my mom forever. And I want to go to grad school, 
too. So but I really liked that. I knew people who already went to A&M, too. I think that 
helped a lot because a lot of them were like people who were also like co-ethnics and 
people who also grew up where I grew up and knew where I was from. And so I could 
already have friends here that I felt comfortable with. And I feel so drowned out by the 
rest of the culture at A&M.  
 
[00:01:55] So do you want to share a little bit about that like the culture here?  
 
[00:02:00] So I think the thing I was worried about going A&M with the culture was just 
that like I didn't I’m not like a multi-generational, like, college kid, like I don't have family 
that, you know, came to A&M before me. I’m not like from a family of Aggies or anything 
like that. So I think the biggest concern was that it is a pretty heavily white culture and it 
is like people who have had the privilege of family members going to college before 
them and before them. So I feel like everybody here was kind of already a family and I 
was worried that I'd feel shut out and not just by like how I look or how I acted, like 
where I come from, but also just sort of like the generational aspect of it, like knowing 
that this is people coming from generations of privilege. I didn't get to experience or get 
to enjoy the fruits of now. And also people who like may or may not like me, depending 
on sort of like the culture I come from.  
 
[00:03:01] So how was your experience been now that you’re here?  
 
[00:03:05] Now that I'm actually here at A&M, I think that the experience has been a 
pretty mixed bag, like for me. I feel like I'm constantly on defensive like mode, like all the 
time. Like I constantly feel like I need to sort of remind people who I am and where I'm 



from and sort of stuff like that. But like, I've also made a lot of friends who are different 
from me and like people I didn't think I would ever befriend, like in a million years who I 
did. And I've been able to find sort of like smaller communities where I am able to exist 
as myself and not have to like sort of put on a face or like speak a certain way or act a 
certain way or dress a certain way or like avoid talking on the phone with my mom. So I 
think that, like, it's been a pretty mixed bag. People who are really hostile towards me 
and people who are very kind and much like the people I grew up with.  
 
[00:04:06] So we’re just going to go back a little bit. What was your application process?  
 
[00:04:11] The application process was like pretty difficult.  
 
[00:04:15] Just because my mom couldn't really help me very much.  
 
[00:04:20] She, like, barely learned a ton of English growing up and stuff like that. So 
like, it was pretty much just me asking my sister sometimes for help. And it wasn't like 
anything I wasn't already used to. Like I was already pretty accustomed to having to 
navigate around like channels I wasn't familiar with.  
 
[00:04:40] Like I remember applying to like clubs on campus since in high school, like 
was was the whole application process that like maybe someone else's parents could 
help them with but for me, it was just like me doing it by myself, mostly in my bedroom. 
Like whenever I found the time to and sort of a lot of it was like really self compelled and 
self propelled and like having to do it myself. So it was a pretty lonely process, was it?  
 
[00:05:04] Did you receive any type of help apart from that?  
 
[00:05:09] It was really just my sister and I working on the application process.  
 
[00:05:12] Aside from that, it wasn't like anybody else really helping us.  
She was your support system? 
 Absolutely. My sister definitely was.  
So what time of the day you got your acceptance letter?  
 
[00:05:23] That was a really good day. I remember that I was in class and like, I had just 
like my my friend had just checked her, like, portal on Howdy.  
 
[00:05:34] And she told me she hadn't gotten in. And we had been debate partners like 
the entire time we were in high school. So she comes from like family that got to go to 
college and stuff like that. And so, like, I was like, dang, if she didn't get in and she knew 
what she was doing, then I definitely felt like I didn't get it because I thought we were 
like, you know, neck and neck.  
 
[00:05:50] But apparently we weren't. Not to be that guy, but I logged into my Howdy 
and like I looked and I'd gotten accepted.  



 
[00:05:58] And I remember like I just kind of started crying because I felt so good about 
myself and I felt so happy and relieved that I had a plan. And like it was going to start 
from here. And like it wasn't necessarily just because it was A&M.  
 
[00:06:14] Like, I kind of like looked up like more stuff about A&M, and I didn't get to 
have a tour on campus or anything like that because my mom didn't have time to take 
me and I didn't have a car because I couldn't afford one and stuff like that. But like 
what? I looked up, got me excited. So getting accepted was like a huge weight off my 
chest.  
 
[00:06:34] I’m glad. So tell me about your first day on campus.  
Mm hmm.  
 
[00:06:41] It was really. I also cried.  
 
[00:06:45] I think I was really overwhelmed. Like I was used to having really easy 
structure in like high school. And like I was used to sort of like I remember like the week 
before I hadn't gotten my scholarship money at. So like, I remember having like bare 
minimum and I had like one plate and like one mug. And I was just being really upset 
because like, my roommate had a bunch of stuff in her side of the dorm. And like, I 
remember getting back home from my classes and feeling super disoriented because 
they were so big and then getting home and it just being like, so bear on my side. And I 
was like, this is not any better. So I guess, like, I got to hang out with some of my friends 
later, but like, everyone was busy the first day. So I felt pretty stressed.  
 
[00:07:27] And I got home and I had to call my mom and I just cried on the phone for 
like 30 minutes. I was like, Mom, I'm by myself. I'm so lonely.  
 
[00:07:35] And it was pretty scary just because it's such a big campus and it makes you 
feel even more alone.  
 
[00:07:40] So how did you adjust to that?  
 
[00:07:43] I think over time, the adjustment has just been kind of been like not just 
finding support systems because I have like a lot of good friends who are great support 
systems and like very similar to me and like people who I trust with my life. But like, I 
think learning to sort of lean on myself has been a really big thing to like learning to be 
alone and learning to be OK with just sort of like the big amount of people here and like 
I could call my mom every single night. Still so I think that's been like a huge coping 
mechanism for me.  
 
[00:08:16] Just getting to talk to her and getting to to reassure me throughout the whole 
thing has been a lot of help. And I still go home on the weekends and if I can. So that 
helps  



to keep a sense of home, its really important. 
 Yeah, absolutely.  
 
 


