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[00:19:30- 00:23:35] 
 
[00:19:30] So how has your experience been at A&M so far? 
 
[00:19:35]  Well, I really like my colleagues. I mean, I think they- they try their best. They know what 
the town is like and they know that. Okay. You know, this is a tough, tough transition. Unless you’re 
used to a town like this one.  
 
[00:19:57] Yeah.  
 
[00:19:58] So yeah. And I think for me, what's really colored my experience is what happened to 
Stephanie Carrizales. I don’t know if you know what happened, but she was. She was on it. She was 
a professor. First year professor last year who left early. She couldn't even finish the courses, that 
she was teaching, because of issues in the classroom. So that really freaked me out because on 
paper, she and I have very similar profiles. We're both from Cities. She's from L.A. and I'm from New 
York. We’re both Latinas. 
 
[00:20:33] I was like, oh, my God, what? If this happened to her?  
 
[00:20:38] I mean. I'm no better off now am I? I-  
 
[00:20:42] How am I different? As to how that happened?  
 
[00:20:48] You know, I've talked to different people, and it's one of those things when those 
complicated issues that everyone has a different story. And it's not so much that they're lying. It's just- 
it's a complicated story. People remember things differently. So for me, you know, just learning from 
that, I told myself, OK. Kids in general will, in the classroom, will try you. That's just the nature of the 
game. They will try you. Is there a greater likelihood for certain types of professors to get tried? Yes. 
Yes. But at the end of the day I have to protect myself and have that measures in place.  
 
[00:21:26] Against that stuff. So. Yeah. No.  
 
[00:21:33] Yeah. Terms of teaching. It's nothing crazy like with Stephanie- with Stephanie Carrizales 
has happened. It isn’t- It is a huge learning curve involved with teaching. But the normal stuff that I 
think any professor will go through. I'm going through.  
 
[00:21:52] Yeah. I think terms of living here in this area. Being at A&M, the hardest has been is that I 
really am all alone.  



 
[00:22:02] I don't have any family nearby. I left everything behind for this job. All my friends, 
everything. I don't even have- 
 
[00:22:13] None of my friends are here. So that's-, as anyone would say, it's really it's hard to deal 
with.  
 
[00:22:22] It's very solitary. Especially in such a small town too. It's a small town. And like Mostly 
college students? Yeah, mostly college students,  
 
[00:22:33] and there’s just- there’s just not much to do. You know, I'm not going to go to Northgate.  
 
[00:22:38] Yeah. (laughing) I don’t care to go.  
 
[00:22:43] No, there's just not much to do for someone in my age range.  
 
[00:22:49] And my particular interest. Is there something that like, you've loved so far? 
 
[00:22:55] Or liked? I really love the cheap rent because I got a two bedroom apartment. I love it. I-  
 
[00:23:05] It's my first time living on my own and I really enjoy it because I don't know. I don’t know if 
I’ve always been an introvert, but I think academia definitely does that. It probably attracts introverts 
and makes us even more introverted. Yeah. I can be very introverted and not talk to people, you 
know, for a good couple days, or at least not in person. Maybe like by phone or something or texts. I 
do texts a lot. But yeah, it's- it's not unheard of for me to spend days and not see an actual person. 
 
 


