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Transcript (copy segment transcript here):  
[00:08:00] - [00:10:10] 
 
[00:08:00] What is it like to be a first-generation student?  
 
[00:08:08] What's it like?  
 
[00:08:09] It's different. I mean, you always have that that like label on you or your 
first gen. Yeah. Because like other people is like ohh my parents when I have a 
bunch of friends and my parents are engineers. My parents went to medical school 
this and that. My siblings did this. So like, they're well-rounded. But like being a first 
gent's today is different. Right off the bat because it's like you're never going to fit 
in perfectly even though you're trying to assimilate.  
 
[00:08:36] Like you're never gonna be 100 percent like everyone else because 
you're always going to have like your culture background or just the fact that you 
are first gen. Like you're not as educated. You can get as educated as other 
people.  
 
[00:08:49] But there's always gonna be like that 1 inch barrier that keeps you from 
being what other people are.  
 
[00:08:55] So you're always gonna be like a step behind no matter. Do you think 
that at some point that step will be erased?  
 
[00:09:08] I think if you work hard enough, you can definitely catch up. Okay. It just 
what I mean to say by that is like it'll take us longer to get to where other people 
are. Like other people start up here. We start down here and like we work, work, 
work. But then there gets the point where it's like if you stay here or you catch up, 
but then like they go, you know,  
 
[00:09:30] And do you see that as a disadvantage or something makes you a 
better person? 
 
[00:09:36] I think it makes us work harder. So like I think it it activates like this 
sense of like, I need to work more. It activates the whole solem people. So I feel 



like we get better results because like obviously, the more work you put into your 
dream or your job, like, the better it's gonna be.  
 
[00:09:55] So I kind of respect it, although it's kind of like.  
 
[00:09:59] Negative thing, but I kind of respect it because it makes us work harder 
and makes us not settle  
 
[00:05:00] - [00:06:34]  
 
[00:05:00] Do you think you felt different from other students because you are 
first-generation or did that impacted you in a different way? 
 
[00:05:10] Yes, yes, yes. That's part of the reason why I've always tried to be really 
prepared is because since I'm first generation, I tend to be like less educated than 
other people.  
 
[00:05:18] I tend to be like oblivious to other things that other people might know 
more about. So obviously, I'm going to try and like ask people for answers or just 
be very like in avoiding being naive and clueless.  
 
[00:05:34] I do a bunch of like research. I talk to people. That's where I'd like 
speaking.  
 
[00:05:40] And so, yeah, being a first-gen student for sure impacted my first day. I 
automatically like. There was a part of me that was like, okay, I'm different here 
because it's majority white school. But I'm like, there's still a community here that I 
would still see like like people with the same backgrounds as me and stuff like that. 
So I'm like, okay, I'm not alone. I just needed talking, communicating.  
 
[00:06:00] Join any club or something.  
 
[00:06:03] Yes. I joined Latino Logradores, I join the CMSA Counsel for Minority 
Student Affairs. I joined IDEAL, which is an Asian leadership one, but I have a 
family that's Asian. I wanted to learn more about them. So I learned I try to join 
different cultural organizations. And then as well, I think something had to do with 
my majors.  


