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[00:08:06-00:10:53] 
 
[00:08:06] So what made you come here? What made you choose Texas A&M?  
 
[00:08:11] Well I’ll tell you this, I think most professors, if you ask them, they will be like, I dreamed of 
coming here all my life, but that is probably.  
 
[00:08:20] Not the answer you're going to get.  
 
[00:08:24] The job market is very rough out there.  
 
[00:08:28] But I when I went on the job market, I really wanted to be an R one. This is a very research 
centric place.  
 
[00:08:36] That's what an R one. That is what bring an R one means.  
 
[00:08:42] I remember when I first applied for the position, the position, I’m in is very new.  
 
[00:08:49] And I was on the market for postdocs. I  really wasn't even paying attention the faculty 
jobs.  
 
[00:08:55] And I saw this application, the AD for this, for this position on Facebook. And I was like, 
huh? Texas A&M, OK.  
 
[00:09:06] And I looked at the sociology website and I was like, Oh. It seems like a good intellectual 
fit. It was marketed as a post-doc with the possibility that I could get on the tenure track.  
 
[00:09:17] But it seemed very tenuous. So I don't know what that meant. I was like, OK, whatever. 
Fine. At least I get two years to do research and not... just focus on me and on my CV. I submitted my 
application and I didn't think much of it. The job market academic job market is quite brutal and you 
can send. You can submit something and now hear for weeks. And it could be that they threw your 
application in the trash. Or maybe they're just really thinking. And they still haven’t made a decision.  
 
[00:09:51] The deadline was in November of two thousand 2018. I submitted my stuff in October 
because I was on a rampage. I just wanted to get stuff out.  
 



[00:10:02] And then in early February, it was when I heard back “Hey you made it to the next round. 
We need these things from you in the next two weeks”. And then two weeks after I get told “Oh you're 
about, we'd like to invite you for fly out. Whenever you do a fly out 
 
[00:10:19] is. I had to come here and get an on campus interview and give a job talk, which is very 
rare for a postdoc. That's something you'd see for a faculty job. And then when I came here and that's 
when I started to realize like this is more than a postdoc, isn't it?  
 
[00:10:35] So since I've been here, the emphasis has very much been on “OK at the moment. You're 
not on the tenure track, but you will most likely will be on the tenure track We want to give that to you. 
That's not that's an offer on the table if you choose to take it.” 
 
 
 


