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[00:10:07] Jorge -- So did you enjoy it? Or did you enjoy that process? Those tough times? 
Would 
you say that it will shape you today and you are more appreciative. Even like that 
hard time that you would? I don’t know. You didn’t know anyone. Now, when you look 
back, are you like, wow, like that led me here and i’m grateful that it did. 
interviewee - I mean, so I feel like if I had not gone to a predominately white institution, I 
definitely would not have been as down with my culture because like, you know, my family 
 
doesn’t identify as American. They don’t identify as Mexican. They don’t identify as 
Chicano. So like, you know, like I don’t describe it besides like like social media, like when 
you see like the flannels, the dickey, the Cortez’s, the low riders, you know, like like a 
cholo. Right. Like, I didn’t grow up Mexican. I grew up like that. 
 
[00:11:05] I I grew up very texano and Chicano. And so like and like, I was always down 
with it. 
 
[00:11:12] But I didn’t get like really, really down with it into like I had to find myself at a 
predominately white institution because like a lot of us and Ellem, you grew up to to 
Chicano and we didn’t fit in like with the Mexican Student Association, because we grew 
up different and we didn’t fit in with any. Obviously, we don’t fit in with any of the white 
groups because I mean it’s weird we’re like we just get treated differently or we’re seen 
differently because the way we dress, the way we look or the way we talk. And so, like, I 
feel like I would not have had, like, the success of that. Because after I graduated, I went 
and worked in D.C. as a policy analyst on immigration reform. I worked on the Hill a lot. I 
got hired by different congressional offices to lead workshops on immigration and like 
about the Hispanic diaspora in the history of Latin, Latinx people in the United States. And 
so I was just like doing a lot of advocacy work and like I wouldn’t have had those 
opportunities had I not like been here and experienced like all the racism and like a higher 
education setting and like found like my people, my clique and like who I was and like 
encouraged me to pursue, like my master’s degree. So, yeah, I definitely like the like the 
adversarial parts of coming to A&M definitely shaped who I was. I mean, who I am and 
what I want to continue to do with my life. 


