
Keyword: Experiences as a First-Generation Student 
 
Interviewee information: 

● Name/nickname: Anna  
● School year: 2021 
● Major: Kinesiology 
● Hometown: San Juan, Texas 
● Family’s country of origin: Mexico 

 
Transcript (copy segment transcript here): 
 
[8:44-10:51] 
 
[00:08:44] Perfect, so what? What is it like to be a first generation student?  
 
[00:08:48] So being first gen means so many things, and I think that's one of the best 
like most special things that I like, I'm able to like, I guess, affiliate myself with because 
like first gen can mean like, OK. First of all, like being the first in your family to go in 
college. And to me, like it has like a special place in my heart, because in my family, like 
I have a family of 10 and my older siblings actually tried to go to college back home, but 
they all eventually dropped out because of the lack of resources and things like that. 
And so I made it a goal for myself to just kind of like go to college and get that degree, 
especially coming to a A&M like I know it's like such a prestigious university and like it 
just kind of like it gives me that, like pressure, but yet like kind of like being proud to be 
first gen. But it also does mean that we do go through different like obstacles in terms of 
like feeling that pressure, like do we actually belong here? Like, am I doing things right? 
Like I'm failing. Like, what do I do? Like, we have so many questions that like and we 
have resources that we like have here in the university. And we are like like that kind of 
knowledge. And that for me is like like even though first gen is something to be proud of, 
it's like something that we also can all relate to because we face so many things that are 
so similar. And like just knowing that other people also go through it kind of makes you 
feel better because you have like this community that you can also like, you know, 
reside with and they're always there to help you. So overall, like first gen to me, they just 
means like, you know, being proud of where you come from and like where you're 
starting. But like also like acknowledging that we have these obstacles, but yet, like, we 
are here to succeed and like, we're just we're going to get through it.  
 
 


