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[12:48-14:40]  
[00:12:48] That’s why I picked International Studies too. So what is it like to be a first 
gen student?  
 
[00:12:55] That's a hard one.  
Yeah 
 
[00:13:01] So I was even though I had older siblings, I was the first one to actually go to 
college and it was really scary because I thought I couldn't do it because my sister tried 
and she didn't do it. You know, she just she ended up caught up in her own things. And 
both of my brothers ended up like being enlisted in the Army and Marines. And it was 
really scary being alone. And I was worried just because I didn't think that they they 
couldn't do it. And I grew up admiring them so much that I couldn't do it.  
 
[00:13:37] But I actually ended up inspiring my brother to go to college.  
 
[00:13:42] So he ended up also going to college, even though he's like, you know, in his 
thirties now. But like, he was like, you know, you can do it. I can do it, too. So now he's 
going to school. And like my sister is considering enrolling, too. And so like it's been. It 
went from being a really lonely process to being something that totally paid off. And like 
more than anything else, I think sometimes it's still confusing because people like 
around me know like tips and secrets if you're comfortable going to office hours. And I 
don't feel comfortable doing that and I don't feel comfortable. I think like it's been a really 
uphill battle being comfortable talking to professors and talking and asking for things. 
And people, I think, who are used to the college experience know that you pay tuition to 
ask for things. And for me, I'm slowly processing like, OK, I can so like approach people 
above me in academia and like that. The channels that exist really do exist for people 
who who are in the know. So it's pretty hard sometimes to get in on that and feel bold 
doing it.  
 
 


